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December 12, 2014 

IIT Roorkee takes charge of 5 villages under ‘Unnat 
Bharat Abhiyan’ 
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/meerut/IIT-Roorkee-takes-charge-of-5-villages-under-Unnat-Bharat-

Abhiyan/articleshow/45481014.cms  

Dehradun: In five villages, the Indian Institute of Technology (IIT) Roorkee will spearhead the Union 

government's 'UnnatBharatAbhiyan', which aims to provide technological resources to rural areas.  

 

Launched by the ministry of human resource development (MHRD), the scheme will be implemented in 

132 villages with help from 16 reputed educational institutes. These institutes mostly include IITs and 

NITs.  

 

According to IIT Roorkee officials, work has already begun in Bhangedi, Telliwala, Chharba, Khanjarpur 

and Kalsi villages. In a written reply during a Parliament session on December 10, HRD minister 

SmritiIrani said the scheme had twin objectives of building institutional capacity to educational institutes 

in terms of research and providing rural India with professional resources.  

 

"The main aim of the 'Unnat Bharat Abhiyan' is to give a tech-boost at the grassroot level to these villages. 

Work has already been started by IIT Roorkee. Teams have been set up to visit villages and identify their 

problems. Further, we will aim to find financially-viable schemes and prepare a roadmap for holistic rural 

development" said a senior professor at IIT Roorkee.  

 

Under the scheme, technologies for rural development are likely to focus on supply of portable water, 

sanitation, renewable energy, low cost housing and organic farming. Launched on November 11, the 

programme is being coordinated and steered by IIT Delhi. 
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IIT-M launches Biotechnology Incubator 

The incubator to support four start ups to set up their business in the initial phase 

BS Reporter  |  Chennai   
December 11, 2014 Last Updated at 19:20 IST  

The Indian Institute of Technology, Madras (IIT-M) has launched a Biotechnology Incubator to support the 

biotechnology start-ups to start their business and grow to a higher level.  

The Incubation Cell of IIT-M is currently incubating 30 start ups a year and with the launch of the Incubator 

and one more incubator to join soon, this is expected to go up to 50 companies a year, said Ashok 

Jhunjhunwala, faculty-in-charge, IIT-M Research Park and Co-Chairman of IIT-M Incubation Cell. 

The Biotech incubator is aimed at heling start-ups and SMEs develop globally competitive products and launch 

them into the market successfully, said the institution. The biotech start ups require a longer time to break even, 

at least 10 years, compared to an IT start up which might break even in 3-4 years, said Srikumar 

Suryanarayanan, CEO, Sea6 Energy, an expert in Biotech sector in the country. 

http://www.business-standard.com/search?type=news&q=Biotechnology
http://www.business-standard.com/search?type=news&q=Biotechnology
http://www.business-standard.com/search?type=news&q=Iit-m
http://www.business-standard.com/search?type=news&q=Smes
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The start ups in the sector would also require costly equipments compared to other start up businesses, to take 

up their projects properly, he added. The Biotechnology Industry Research Assistance Council, a public sector 

enterprise, is currently offering support to start ups and SMEs in the sector and currently support 120-130 

companies including oveer 100 enterprenuerial ideas. 

Four start ups - Purius Nanosystems Pvt Ltd which is working on point-of-care testing devices for single tests 

for Tuberculosis Bacilli, Malaria, Hepatitis B Virus or panel tests for HIV, FIB-Sol Life Technologies Pvt Ltd 

which develops low-cost bio fertilisers, Vital Bioscientific Solutions which develop model to simulate a system 

reaction to a drug and Yaathum Biotech which develops diagnostic test kits to identify full range of drug 

resistant TB strains in a single test - has been identified as the incubatees for the first phase. 

IIT-M launches Biotechnology Incubator 

The incubator to support four start ups to set up their business in the initial phase 

BS Reporter  |  Chennai   

December 11, 2014 Last Updated at 19:20 IST  

http://www.business-standard.com/article/companies/iit-m-launches-biotechnology-incubator-

114121101079_1.html 

The Indian Institute of Technology, Madras (IIT-M) has launched a Biotechnology Incubator to support the 

biotechnology start-ups to start their business and grow to a higher level.  

The Incubation Cell of IIT-M is currently incubating 30 start ups a year and with the launch of the Incubator 

and one more incubator to join soon, this is expected to go up to 50 companies a year, said Ashok 

Jhunjhunwala, faculty-in-charge, IIT-M Research Park and Co-Chairman of IIT-M Incubation Cell. 

The Biotech incubator is aimed at heling start-ups and SMEs develop globally competitive products and launch 

them into the market successfully, said the institution. The biotech start ups require a longer time to break even, 

at least 10 years, compared to an IT start up which might break even in 3-4 years, said Srikumar 

Suryanarayanan, CEO, Sea6 Energy, an expert in Biotech sector in the country. 

The start ups in the sector would also require costly equipments compared to other start up businesses, to take 

up their projects properly, he added. The Biotechnology Industry Research Assistance Council, a public sector 

enterprise, is currently offering support to start ups and SMEs in the sector and currently support 120-130 

companies including oveer 100 enterprenuerial ideas. 

Four start ups - Purius Nanosystems Pvt Ltd which is working on point-of-care testing devices for single tests 

for Tuberculosis Bacilli, Malaria, Hepatitis B Virus or panel tests for HIV, FIB-Sol Life Technologies Pvt Ltd 

which develops low-cost bio fertilisers, Vital Bioscientific Solutions which develop model to simulate a system 

reaction to a drug and Yaathum Biotech which develops diagnostic test kits to identify full range of drug 

resistant TB strains in a single test - has been identified as the incubatees for the first phase. 
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DU to soon get new marks and evaluation system 

http://indiatoday.intoday.in/story/delhi-university-du-marks-evaluation-

system/1/406255.html 

Delhi University (DU) may soon see a change in the way students are marked and 

evaluated for their performance. The university has formed a seven-member committee to 

give suggestions for evolving a uniform policy for grading students after the University 

Grants Commission (UGC) issued a notification asking all universities to adopt the Choice 

Based Credit System (CBCS) from the next academic year. 

A source said: "The committee will have a relook at the present system in DU and 

formulate suggestions in order to make the system in tune with the UGC guidelines. At 

present, every university is following its own system of evaluation and marking due to 

which some students are getting marks in grades while some are getting in per cent. We 

need to evolve a uniform policy for results." 

Maharaja Agrasen College Principal Sunil Sondhi will head the committee. DU's Joint 

registrar Ram Dutt, Sri Venkateswara College Principal Hemlata Reddy, Aryabhatt College 

Principal Manoj Sinha, Shivaji College's senior Associate Professor Virendra Bhardwaj, 

Deen Dyal Upadhyay's senior teacher Manoj Saxena and senior Associate Professor at Dyal 

Singh College Ajay Bhagi are the panel members, the source said. 

According to UGC, the new system will ensure seamless mobility of students across higher 

educational institutions in the country and abroad. "The credit earned by a student can be 

transferred and would be of help to them in the event of their seeking migration from one 

institution to another," UGC had said in the notification. 

The source said: "If someone wants to compare these grades while a student migrates from 

one university to another, then it becomes very difficult. UGC wants a uniform system 

which will enable migration from one college to another and migration from one 

university to another easier." 

However, the teaching community has expressed apprehensions over appointment of such 

a committee and said that any change in the academic structure and evaluation needs to 

be ratified by the Academic Council (AC) and the Executive Council (EC). A teacher said: 

"A committee cannot just make changes." But, the committee members explained that 

they will only make suggestions. 

http://indiatoday.intoday.in/story/delhi-university-du-marks-evaluation-system/1/406255.html
http://indiatoday.intoday.in/story/delhi-university-du-marks-evaluation-system/1/406255.html
http://indiatoday.intoday.in/people/manoj-sinha/19466.html
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Committee member Bhagi said: "We will prepare a paper based on the guidelines issues by 

the UGC for CBCS. The paper prepared by us shall be placed for consideration to the 

appropriate authorities which in the case of the university includes AC and EC. There 

would be consultations with staff associations as well for further suggestions and 

improvements." 

According to the UGC, under CBCS, students can take courses of their choice, learn at 

their own pace, undergo additional courses, acquire more than the required credits and 

adopt an interdisciplinary approach to learning. The courses will be of three types -core, 

elective and foundation. 

 


